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ParticipønÍ Stalement

BEFORE THE
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMI S SION

V/ASHINGTON, DC 20268

In the Matter of:

Docket No:
Post Office State ZIP Code

Petitioner(s)

PARTICIPANT STATEMENT

Petitioner(s) are appealing the Postal Service's Final Determination concerning
post offrce, The Final Determination was posted

(date)

2. In accordance with applicable law, 39 U.S,C. S 404(dX5), the Petitioner(s) request

the Postal Regulatory Commission to review the Postal Service's determination on the basis of
the record before the Postal Service in the making of the determination.

3. Petitioners: Please set out below the reasons why you believe the Postal Service's

Final Determination should be reversed and retumed to the Postal Service for further
consideration. (See pages of the Instructions for an outline of the kinds of reasons the law
requires us to consider.) Please be as specific as possible. Please continue on additional paper if
you need more space and attach the additional page(s) to this form.
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1.  The postal service failed to fully address the effects on the
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local community.  Brian Mino brought it to the attention of 
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Post Office Operations Manager Kent Gochenour that the Ashton
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State Bank has time sensitive mail that needs to go out at the 
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end of the day and the Bank would be forced to drive to Sibley,
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Iowa to deliver this time sensitive mail at a cost of at least
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$75.00 per week or nearly $4,000 annually.  This estimate is 
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conservative and has not been addressed by Mr. Gochenour or
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11/7/2011
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     anyone within the postal service including Gail Duba, then

brianm
Typewritten Text
head of the Hawkeye District or Joni Martin, then Consumer
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Affairs Manager.  Mr. Gochenour sent responses stating that 
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my corrsepondence related to the postmaster position not being
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filled, what purpose an OIC serves and a third singing the woes
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of the postal service losing money and not addressing my concerns.
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Both Ms. Duba and Ms. Martin sent form letters telling me a 
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community meeting was held in my community on May 2, 2011.
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When someone sends correspondence that shows what they presented
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at the meeting and then is informed by the respondent that a 
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meeting was held, makes it quite apparent that they failed to 
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even read the correspondence.  If the correspondence is not read,
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how could an informed decision have been made by Mr. Gochenour
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or Ms. Duba?
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2.  The postal service has shown they believe Ashton, Iowa merits 
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a post office.  In 2005, the Ashton, Iowa post office was 
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emergency suspended for a mold infestation.  The local office
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was physically relocated to Sheldon, Iowa for a period of time

brianm
Typewritten Text
before a different temporary location was reestablished in the 
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City of Ashton.  Beginning in 2005, I served as the head of a
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City of Ashton committee to deal with the post office closing
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and the pursuit of a permanent facility.  Since that time, 



brianm
Typewritten Text

brianm
Typewritten Text

brianm
Typewritten Text

brianm
Typewritten Text

brianm
Typewritten Text
I have dealt with Doug Morrow (retired head of the Hawkeye
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District) and Mike Ward (retired facilities person from the
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Western Area in Denver).  Discussions were held concerning
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construction of a new facility as well as improvements to the
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temporary facility.  On April 15, 2010, Garry Mattox of the 
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Western Area made a trip to Iowa specifically to hold community
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meetings in both Ashton and Alton, Iowa.  His comments at the

brianm
Typewritten Text
meeting held in Ashton included statements that said there were
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big changes coming in the postal service and we don't want 
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Ashton to be part of them and we want to have a new 5 year
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lease in place to avoid any problems.  This lease has since
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been finalized and is currently in place.  Based upon the
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actions and commitments of the previously mentioned people,

brianm
Typewritten Text
it is apparent that the postal service considered Ashton a 
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viable location for a post office.  Furthermore, Ms. Duba,

brianm
Typewritten Text
who served as head of the Hawkeye District for a relatively
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short period, made a hasty uninformed decision to include 
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Ashton on a lengthy list of probable closures in Iowa.
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3.  The postal service failed to exhaust all possible alternatives
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to save money before making the decision to shutter the Ashton, 
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Iowa Post Office.  The City of Ashton as well as the committee 
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that I am the head of, has shown a willingness to work on a 
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cooperative basis with the Postal Service.  The citizens of 
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Ashton have adapted to a post office that has window hours of 
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just 8:00 to 11:45 a.m. on Monday through Friday and a further
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reduced schedule on Saturday.  We have made proposals to share
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a Postmaster with another nearby community to further enhance
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savings by the Postal Service as well as other options.  All
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of which have gone unacknowledged by the Postal Service.  It
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is truly impossible to accomplish anything in a one-sided 
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conversation with an organization like the Postal Service 
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that chooses to issue decisions without exploring other 

brianm
Typewritten Text
possibilities.  
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I am attaching a copy of my original appeal to further reiterate 

brianm
Typewritten Text
the points made as well as a source of supporting documentation 
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for the points I made in this document.  The original appeal contains
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the letters submitted to Mr. Gochenour, Ms. Duba and Ms. Martin.
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